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Ana Torfs, Family Plot, 2009-10 Installation view, WIELS, 2014 © photo Sven Laurent

What is your gender?

I would say female :) I don't know any boy with the name Ana, do you?

Where are you now?

I'm on Chios, an amazing Greek island in the Aegean Sea, where |
take a vacation after the opening of my solo exhibition "Echolalia" in
WIELS Brussels. I'm here with my partner Jurgen Persijn. He's the
graphic designer of the "Echolalia” publication on which we worked

together past summer.

Where were you born?

I was born in a hospital in Mortsel, near Antwerp, the hospital in
which my mum's gynecologist then worked... But my parents and

my older brother lived in Kontich at that time, a village in the same
Antwerp region, in a tiny apartment above the television-, radio-, and
record shop of my grandmother, where my mother worked when she

was in her twenties.

Where did you grow up?

After the birth of my younger sister, my parents moved to Wezemaal,
a tiny rural village of only 3000 inhabitants near Leuven where, in

the 1960s, a lot of inhabitants cultivated strawberries, asparagus, and
peaches in old orchards. It was so nice to go to these old farmers and
buy wooden boxes full of soft peaches with soft skin and white flesh.
It was a very beautiful region with lovely nature and hills covered with
trees. I remember very well that we went picking blueberries in the

woods and blackberries which were growing along winding dirt roads.
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I also recall the wonderful smell of the jam my mother prepared of all
these sweet berries. We lived in a modern, white, 1960s house, which
was built according to my parents' plans, with big windows, and a huge

garden, full of flowers and fruit trees.

Where do you work?

My hometown is Brussels, where I live with my partner and our cat Lola
since almost 30 years. Our house is a former industrial building, which
is big enough so that we can both live and work here. We also have a
small, but lovely secluded garden, with hundreds of species from many
regions of the world, such as two species from Japan, the Trochodendron
aralioides, a genus of flowering plants with only one living species,

the other six being extinct, and the Rhdodendron yakushimanum, a
beautiful shrub, found wild only on the small island of Yakushima. Only
since +/-80 years it is known outside Japan and it was quickly accepted

as one of the most beautiful rhododendrons in the world.

What is photography for you?

It's one of the numerous reproducible media I use in my work. I do
like photography very much, but in my work it often takes on the
form of an installation with several other components, such as sound
or text. But I also made tapestries, a feature film, I worked with slide
projections, video, silkscreen, inkjet prints etc, but I also made several

artist's books etc.

Can you describe the reason you make art?

It's my life.
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An incident, book, film or person that particularly inspires you at the
moment?

The Ingenious Gentleman Don Quixote of La Mancha.

How old were you when you traveled abroad for the first time, and
where was it?

I was three years old and we travelled with my older brother, my
younger sister, my parents, and my mother's parents to Oberwald, a
very small village high up in the Swiss mountains. We stayed in a
typical rural house, completely made of wood, and every morning we
woke up to the sound of the bells of the freely roaming cows on the

Alp meadows. I particularly remember the smell of warm cow milk.

When did you meet the first foreigner? (Please describe the situation)
I'm not sure if I can recall that situation in detail. Probably it must have
been the owners of the Chinese restaurant in my grandmother's village,
where we used to go for take away food on Saturday, which was quite
special in Belgium in the early 1970s I'm talking about. Chop suey was
probably the first exotic dish I ate when I was a child. I liked it a lot!

What is the first art piece you have been impressed by?
"The Kiss", a sculpture by Rodin, and "Three figures and Portrait", a
painting by Francis Bacon, which I both saw in Tate London when I

was about 18 years old.

What would you do if time stopped and everyone froze except you for

one month?
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Turn it into an art work I guess. I love to freeze time in my work.

What is your definition of beauty?

Contradictions and counterpoints and polyphony.

One of your favorite cities?
Rome, or Berlin, or Paris or Chicago, difficult to choose one, but I like

them all for different reasons.

What city would you like to visit or live in the future?

It would be nice to live in Kyoto for a while. I visited the "City of
Piece and Tranquility", as it was known in the past, for the first time

in September 2013 in the context of an exhibition I was invited for in
The National Museum of Modern Art, and I was very impressed. I will
go back to Kyoto in March 2015, as I received an invitation to show
my work in the Parasophia Contemporary Art festival 2015, which is

curated by Shinji Kohmoto. I would also like to visit Buenos Aires.

PARASOPHIA: Kyoto International Festival of Contemporary Culture 2015
March 7 — May 10,2015

http://www.parasophia.jp/en/

Kyoto has been closely connected to art and culture since ancient times.
Approximately 40 artists from home and abroad, including Ana Torfs as well as
curators, scholars and novelists, will gather at PARASOPHIA: Kyoto International
Festival of Contemporary Culture next spring.Unfolding the expression and wit of
people with different cultures and thoughts, the festival will present a new style of

Japanese art exhibition.
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PARASOPHIA: LU FEI BB ZE 47432015
March 7 - May 10,2015

www.parasophia.jp/
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MAKOTO KOIZUMI
PRODUCT

In Toyama, approximately 93% of the land is covered with forest.
When I saw this piece called White Box Colours, in which images of the natural scenery
of the Ohyama area are projected into little square paper boxes, it made me think

about the time-lag between perception and contemplation.

A truly appealing scene is often recorded in the mind just as if the shutter release
button had been pressed on a camera, but it can take a while for us

to realise the reason for our attraction.

Direction: Yukihide Nukiba (H¥33£3%), Planning and production: Papel (/$—-%))
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